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was Mount Athos) was cut through to give a
passage to their fleet. And now this monstrous
army, amounting to a million at least, had pene-
trated Greece, and was marching southward.
Still no one ventured to oppose them, and in a
few days the hosts of Xerxes, with undiminished
numbers, had reached a pass called Thermopylae,

2.    " What is a pass ?" perhaps you ask.    A
narrow path with steep mountains on both sides
is called a pass.    In this case there were moun-
tains on one side, and, on the other side, was a
marshy place stretching down to the sea, so that
there was only room for a cart or two to pass. In
such a place, to resist a host was an easy matter
for a few brave men.    But just then, the Greeks
were terrified.   To remain at Thermopylae seem-
ed to them certain death ; so they determined to
retreat.    Then Leonidas, who  was king of the
Spartans, when he found that he could not per-
suade the other Greeks to remain,  determined
to remain by himself with a few brave Spartans,
to resist Xerxes, and to gain time for his country-
men.    With him remained about three hundred
men, and the rest departed.

3.    When Xerxes, after arriving at Thermo-
pylae, saw the handful of Spartans prepared to
resist him, he laughed at them, and bade his sol-
diers bring them to him in chains.  But the Per-
sian soldiers, on advancing to the charge, found
that their master was mistaken in his laughter.
Charge after charge was made by the Persians,
but to no purpose.    The Persians were slain in
hundreds, but the Greeks were neither taken nor